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Organization & Tactics

The movement will outstrip the level of organization. but
organization is indispensable for building the struggle and max-
imizing the gains.

Two particular problems that arise when organization is absent
or weak: the enemy, the media in particular, get to determine the
terms of the struggle, the tactics, even the leadership; and backwards
patterns from capitalist society as a whole are free to replicate

themselves, like the assumption of leadership by educated white
males.

Slow. patient work lays the basis for upsurges. Consider the widest
range of tactics, from vigils and letters to the editor right up to
building seizures and, uh, uncivil disobedience. When the strug-
gle is hot, don't be too timid.

Student activists should try to build multi-national organization,
but white students should understand and RESPECT the need of
minority students to develop nationality-based forms. Build
alliances.

Consciousness

The consciousness of individual activists and the movement itself
tend to proceed from a view of perfecting America to one of fighting
US. imperialism and transforming society, from reform to
revolution. .

The student movement can't, and can't afford to, exclude revolu-
tionaries and communists, but folks should keep an eye on the
agenda and behavior of organized groupings in their midst.

The tasks of the student movement include not only building
struggle and developing analysis, but constantly broadening the
struggle and promulgating new analysis.

Don't slam the door behind you.

*
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student movement of today. You can trace linearly the descent from SDS
through '70s activism in groups like the Attica Brigade right up to the
Progressive Student Network. A lot of the things you do, you do either
because you've studied, or because it's the received wisdom embodied in
the student movement and in organizations like the PSN. The tactics—from
the first building seizure until it became a major tactic—took us three years.
Now, people know. If the struggle is at that level and you've got the forces,
people grab a building. That's a lesson people have learned. Like in Madison,

people said, “What, the university already divested? Isn't there a state capitol -

building here? They haven't divested. ..

Those are some of the victories of SDS, and here are some of its lessons.

IS5y

As a public service, and a conve-
nience to you, the reader, the
publishers are including Lessons of
SDS in a handy “'klip-out” format, It
is typeset in a larger point size for
ease of reading, even in conditions
of low light.

'SDS
101

Introduction

Since the upsurge in the student movement of the 1960's, students all over
the country have continued to organize and resist the powers that be on
their campuses and off the campuses. While the movement has ebbed and
flowed at different periods of time, it has more or less maintained itself
since the Vietnam War era. As people graduated and otherwise left the
campuses, new activists came forward. But some of these students who
left the campuses became active in other movements, and some became
revolutionaries who continue to support. work with and sometimes
participate in the student mi@vemeént. .

This pampbhlet is the produet of the Student Commission of the Freedom
Road Socialist Organization. a merger of three revolutioriary Marxist-Leninist
organizations in the U.S. Many members were once active on campuses all
over the country and helped to create the Student Commission. maintain
and build it and give guidance to the students in the present period. The
Student Commission of FRSO consists.of some of the best, most committed
student activists in the movement today, and the revolutionary perspec-
tive these activists bring to the Bo&:msn has proved invaluable.

This pamphlet is an edited versiofi of a lecture on the lessons of the
student movement at the UW-Madisen in the fall of 1986 given by FRSO
member, Dennis O'Neil. ; T

The discussion that followed the presentation was a response to questions
faced by student activists today about where the movement comes from,
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200 campuses shut down, and meetings held in many more. A couple days
later of course the kids were shot at Kent State. People got beaten up in
New York by construction workers who were paid to leave their jobs and
do it. But students were not intimidated. It just upped the level of struggle
hugely.

It was the thing people had dreamed of a few years before—a total student
strike. Nixon pulled out of Cambodia early. The universities were falling
over themselves giving away concessions: you want a free campus, great;
you want to appoint professors, fine; you want open admissions, you got
it. We won all kinds of stuff as a result of the May upheaval. They were
giving away the store because they were scared to death.

1t kept on. On May 14 at Jackson State College in Mississippi. white police
opened fire on a crowd of Black students, murdering Phillip Gibbs and James
Earl Green. More students killed. and more struggle resulted. And this was
not little struggle. In College Park. Maryland, people took over U.S. Route
1 and blocked it for two days, letting no traffic through. There's a major

highway in Vietnam to Saigon called Highway 1. So the slogan in Maryland

was "Highway 1. Highway 1. take Saigon and Washington.”

The first week of May, 1970, thirty ROTC buildings burned down around
the country. Thirty of them! Several were fairly collective efforts: you had
a couple thousand people out there with weiners and marshmallows saying,
“Hey, go for it!” :

And in the midst of this, there Smmwso SDS. SDS had made this possible.
had created ﬁrm_,,.n&am._nosm. but there was nothing left to lead it.

The :mwz.ﬁm_wf—_ m.@mnwﬁ&u universities co-opted it. Administrators said
“Ok.. . .everybody gets an A, go finals, everybody go home, see you in the
Fall, get a 2&?@.%&1 , a% F'ttitks were cmuwm that could have been seen
through and rgsisted: ﬁ. Jor.sorfj# organizdtion had been there. Much
greater advances &:K mwa:;msmmm

Despite that mmgnr 3 : Sg :f SDS mw@ of the '60s student move-

ment are still with ﬁ,m ions stilfexist on a lot of campuses,
even ?o:m? the policjpis<ongtu under m%mnr. Minority and women's

studies programs also .wa_w,m is

t,also undef attack. Black students who
struggle today against a,wave tf racist attacks 4re standing on the shoulders
of those who went before them. Reform of ﬂrm university and change of
its character has occurred, like the removal‘of the in loco parentis crap.
Colleges all over this country used to have no blue jeans rules. I'm not lying,
it was bad.
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This pamphlet focuses on the history of SDS. SDS was far and away the
largest organized form taken by the white student movement during the
period of the ‘60s. Very conveniently, it was technically founded in 1960
and fell apart in 1969, so it covers the decade nicely. SDS' history has a lot
to say not just about the overall development of the student movement
but also about “‘the movement” as a whole during that period. And since
I was in SDS I can speak a little more authoritatively about that experience.

I should mention here the definitive book on SDS, called SDS. by
Kirkpatrick Sale. He was never in SDS, but he did bookoo research. It's
flawed in any number of ways, but it is the definitive work for people who
want to know what happened to SDS.

Why think about SDS at all? The point is not for today’s student activists
to feel bad that SDS was such a giant thing and the student movement
now is not as strong. And the point is not that we must set ourselves the
task of building a new SDS. History does not work like that. Movements
change and develop. they affect the conditions which brought them into
being, and when the conditions no longer exist for them to play a role,
they change again or tend to fall apart. That's what happened to SDS. There
are a variety of conditions which existed when SDS came into being which

don't exist now. So even if people wanted to, there's no way to replicate
the experience of the '60s.
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universities, fearing they'd get bought off. What you were to do is ally with
campus workers. I was doing work at this time at Taft High School in the
Bronx. I could just see me going out and telling kids. **Well look, we're not
going to try and get you into college, you really don’t want to do that. Why
don’t you get a job in the cafeteria, then we'll unite with you and support
your struggle.” This was very racist.

Early in the convention it became clear PL had a lot of votes. RYM had
already had internal splits. but united to oppose PL, and brought in the
Panthers to strengthen their case. In the course of his speech, the Chicago
Panther spokesman ran in more explicit terms the “girls say yes to boys
who say no” position on the role of women in the revolution. His expres-
sion was "Pussy Power”—outright in those terms. The place went up: things
were not where they were at a few years before. The women's movement
had grown. Many of the best women leaders and activists in SDS had
already started to leave the organization to work in outfits like Redstock-
ings and New York Radical Feminists, the earliest groups of the revolutionary
feminist movement in this country. Nobody was about to go for this kind
of remark. and the hall erupted into a mad house. PL had a fairly terrible
line on the women question, which was that only stable monogamous
relationships between persons of different genders leading rapidly to
marriage and reproduction of new little workers is representative of the
true proletarian'cause. But, on the other hand, they knew Santa Claus when
the Panthers came down the chimney and handed them the convention
on a platter. So they started shouting, “Fight Male Chauvinism." Everything
exploded.

RYM people. realizing they were in the minority, adjourned to another
room and threw PL out of SDS. Because PL had more votes, there was no
other way you could do it. I should mention that only two groups were
ever thrown out of SDS, and both were essentially around issues of racism.
The other was the Labor Committee of New York SDS which supported
the racist 1968 New York City teachers’ strike against community control.
You may recognize the name of their leader. Lyidon LaRouche. So SDS had
a fairly good record on who got bounced.

What was left of SDS? The RYM forces immediately split. Half became
Weathermen. who went out to organize fighting white youth in the belly
of the beast. And when the youth didn’t rally around quickly enough, the
group fell into symbolic terrorism—blowing up men's rooms in major
imperialist institutions. This happened. in my opinion, largely out of the
politics of white guilt. Vietnamese were fighting and dying. Black people

THERigr IN E
PYTHory, UNDER
SPECIALIZED
<ONDITIONS of~
PROSPERTTY.

as did the Vietnam war.

So these three factors, the post-war era of U.S. world domination and
prosperity. the baby boom, and the Vietnam war were some of the specialized
conditions which were important in determining what happened in the

'60s, and again show why you can't just replicate that decade out of an effort
of will. . .

Another crucial element that was a precondition for SDS was the civil
rights movement. 1 bring this up separately because, although connected
to the other factors, it is more than a specific feature of a relatively short
historical period. The long struggle of Black people for survival, for equality,
for justice and for freedom has been the main motor of popular struggle
and social progress in the U.S. again and again and again since the 1600s.
The exclusion of Black people in the North from the general prosperity and
the destruction of Southern family agriculture which helped make that
prosperity possible both fueled the Black upsurge in whose shadow SDS
grew up. During the late fifties and early sixties, the main form that upsurge
took was the civil rights movement in the South, while the late '60s saw
the urban rebellions of the North. Throughout the history of SDS its

development would be led and conditioned by developments in the Black
Liberation Movement. .
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whites, didn't much want to work with them. and didn’t want them in the
groups. Now here were some young, gutsy. thoroughly revolutionary Black

i
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This was done particularly by some of the more politically conscious types
like Fred Hampton in Chitago. So that was a factor in_the core 88D
becoming communist. A bad side of this developrgifiliiiu r%,gnm
chauvinist tendency of SDS to declare the atfthers W bangilird i
Black nation and downplay-ot ignogf m.wku to é&ﬁda% .ﬁ, Hrces
in the Black Liberation Movement: and te B ind #ts %ﬁﬁrmanmn.

The final factor was ?om.a%%?m Labor, which had come in af a nﬁﬁ whén
SDS was overall radical. rebellious. even sort of socialist. B¢ PL came in
and said *“"We're communists;}we're Marxist-Leninists’ 18%#4s a breath of
fresh air. People thought maybe it wasn't so temyble aftenall and decided
to check it out. On the other hand. their politics were terrible. jiist awful.
I'll itemize in a moment. People found that in the struggle against them,
they had to learn. They had to be able to say. *“Yo. you say you're Marxists.
you say you're scientific socialists—this is hogshit. You're making this stuff
up. It's wrong.” In the course of the struggle against them, a lot of us
developed into revolutionary socialists, communists, Marxist-Leninists,
whatever.

A quick itemization shows PL's increasingly awful politics. Vietnam: PL
was against the Vietnamese. The Vietnamese took aid from the Soviet Union
which PL at that point said was not socialist, was an enemy of the world's
people, etc. They used to talk about something called the Moscow-
Washington-Hanoi axis! It doesn't work like that. The Black Liberation
Movement: they said racism was bad. but Blacks were not oppressed as
a nation or a national group. They were sort of oppressed as workers and
spedcially oppressed, but all nationalism was reactionary. All forms of Black
people uniting themselves as Blacks, organizing separately. were reactionary.
This didn't go down too well in SDS. PL also had this thing about the
working class which was good, but was done in a very dumb and tailist
way. Socially and culturally they were assholés. They were anti-gay, they
didn’t smoke dope, they said everybody should have their hair about a
quarter-inch long, even if you were on campus. So struggling against them
was one of the things that developed us towards Marxism.

We come to the demise of SDS. A lot of things were pushing activists
away from campuses, particularly this whole idea that the revolutionary
struggle was happening, and damn. we had to get off the campuses and
do it out there. We knew that you couldn't effect a revolutionary transfor-

from the inside §

The second thing they emphasized was something they called partici-
patory democracy. They said they believed in democracy and democratic
institutions, but as practiced in the United States, they were a bit of a fraud.
Everyday people didn't have much input into how the system was run, into
the decisions that affected their lives, so SDSers wanted to create a model
of democracy in which people participated. They wanted improved
democracy.

Another important aspect of the Port Huron Statement was the view of
universities as a force for social change. If the progressive grad students
on their ways to being professors could wrest control of the universities,
they could make them incubators for this new left and for the participatory
view of society.

Again, people in SDS were very actively participating in the civil rights
struggle in the South, in SNCC (the Student Non-violent Coordinating
Committee), and in something called the Mississippi Summer. a multi-group
effort including SNCC, CORE, SCLC. and NAACP which sent people down
to organize for voting rights, other democratic rights and against segrega-
tion. In the early "60s, SNCC was the most important student group in the
country. It had chapters in Southern schools, especially traditionally Black
colleges, and to be in SNCC really meant taking part in voter registration
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The "67-'68 school year was great. Students tore up all over the place,
including campuses nobody had ever heard of. You'd hear the University
of South Montana at Pumpkin Squat just took over the gym. It was
unbelievable. SDS had lost track: nobody knew how many members, how
many chapters there were. There was no idea. The movement had totally
outstripped organization. But the important thing was. people still identified
themselves as SDS and with its politics. If you set up a group on campus,
you called yourselves SDS.

Spring '68 was the Columbia Strike. Not that much was done there that
hadn't been done already, but a couple of particulars were important. Again,
there was the tie-in with the Black Liberation Movement and the Black
community. One of the main issues of the struggle was that a gym not be
built in the Morningside Heights neighborhood unless access was granted
to residents of Harlem, next door to Columbia. The gym couldn’'t be an
exclusive thing: it had to be open to the community. Furthermore, it was
the Black student group on campus which initiated the first building
occupation and then triggered more by asking white students to leave. The
alliance of Black students and (mainly white) SDSers was tense and difficult,
but it was crucial to the success of the Columbia struggle. The other
important thing was that it was in New York as well, the center of the
national media, so everybody was on teevee and in the papers.

The 1968 Chicago Democratic Party Convention that summer was another
important event for SDS and for the movement overall. SDS initially wasn't
going to Chicago at all, not with the icky Clean for Gene (McCarthy) kids.
Then people read things in the papers like how the Chicago police
announced they were bolting down the manhole covers within a mile radius
of the Democratic Convention so the sewer system couldn't be used to attack
it. People realized something heavy was going to come down, so SDS
changed its line and sent people to organize among the MtCarthy kids.

‘Something else important happened there. The bulk of the street fighting
in Chicago was neithér BDS:ror the géﬁ_ﬁém:ﬁm kids
from Chicago; Black and white. Kids were g@&é&w% Eﬁ%smw to kick

some police butt, and didg;s A o
O e e AT
Some good songs Sam...n%wum it, too, Dav, “_meoaﬂm Lihi

mo‘_.onrmnmmoﬂ..m:avnmn Koﬁrﬁrw:mzﬁﬂ%%ﬁu ,.
one, “What I Did On My Summer Vicatidn'"" i © ¢

It was around this time that the core of SDS became not only revolu-

From the lmside 7

izing to youth groups in the Uptown neighborhood—the Young Patriot Party,
Rising Up Angry—to the political organizing that carried those wards for
pro-Washington candidates in the last election. The same thing was true
in Newark where Tom Hayden. who was active in SDS at the time, did
political organizing, (This was before he underwent the political shift which
led Abbie Hoffman to say *Tom Hayden gives opportunism a bad name.”)
A new mayor was just elected in Newark, Sharpe James, who threw out
the machine of Gibson, who was himself elected one of the first Black
mayors in a major American city with the help of forces earlier mobilized
by ERAP. Some of those people stayed active, recently worked on the Sharpe
James campaign. and helped bounce Gibson.

So ERAP wasn't a total flop, but in a lot of ways it was a miistake to shift
the center of gravity off campus the way people did.

Looking at the broader picture, what was going on in the period ‘63 to'65?
A lot of changes. Kennedy was assassinated. That was a big shock to people.
Although there wasn't much conspiracy theory going around then—the
tramps on the hillside, the 18 bullet theory—it wasn't seen as an isolated
lunatic, either. It was, “Something’s wrong in America’’ This hadn't
happened since McKinley. nobody had taken a pot shot at a president. much
less succeeded. People were freaked out about it. It created sort of an unease.

In the South during this period. things got pretty nasty. SNCC workers
Michael Schwerner, Andrew Goodman and James Chaney, two white college
kids from up North and a local Black man disappeared and turned up a
couple weeks later in an earthwork dam. A woman named Viola Liuzzo,
a mother from Detroit, was shot while driving a car. It became clear that
the perfection of America was going to be a little bit of a longer-term task,
and would face some deeper obstacles than people had thought about.

Meanwhile, the Vietnam war was heating up, and that became an issue
during the 1964 presidential election. As you may recall, Kennedy's vice-
president, a man named Lyndon Baines Johnson. as in *'Hey, hey, L-B-J, how
many kids did you kill today? had become president. After some internal
struggle, SDS semi-supported Johnson. A lot of people didn't want to,
particularly because civil rights forces put together the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party, which came to the Democratic convention and demanded
the Mississippi seats. They were offered a token two seats while the main
delegation of the racist party machine from down there would be seated.
Their answer was put by Fanny Lou Hamer: *We didn’t come all this way
for no two seats when all of us is tired.” A lot of people broke with the
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That summer, the Progressive Labor people in SDS started a summer
working project. They were big on the working class. So they got a bunch
of kids on campus, said Yo, cut your hair, buy yourself a lunchpail. get a
job in a factory for the summer. See how the working class lives, try to
organize” Some people did well at it. A lot didn't. It was sort of a new
experience, and folks had very little idea how to go about it. No huge
advances in the class struggle developed, but a lot more kids in SDS started
thinking about the working class and the class nature of society, started
understanding more deeply that there were forces with greater potential
for changing the world than students alone had.

By the fall of 1967, the pace of change in SDS, the student movement,
the broader movement—which now included civil rights. poverty. all kinds
of issues—and the country as a whole, was escalating. Inside SDS, the
Vietnam war was still the main thing. The slogan was not “Stop the
Bombing" or ““Negotiations Now" or anything like that. It was *US. out
of Vietnam." US. imperialism was now the enemy: it wasn't corporate
liberalism anymore, We were with the Vietnamese fighting the common
enemy. It wasn't because somebody came along and pumped this:view
down our throats. It was experience that taught us. We went through the
struggle again and again, and that's what people learned.

Women in particular inside SDS were drawing lessons. In the Fall of '67,
I think there was one woman leader on the SDS national committee. People
had learned from participating in the civil rights movement, the Black
Liberation Movement—and suddenly new terms became current in SDS.
Male chauvinism. Women's liberation. A term borrowed from other
movements, but one which people increasingly dlicked to—they said, *Yeah,
that’s right, that applies.” Initially the struggle was just inside SDS for more
representation in leadership. more recognition of contributions, less time
brewing coffee and running mimeo machines and typewriters.

Even at this level, there was resistance. There was resistance from male
leaders who didn't like this, because things were working well for them.
There was resistance from women who hadn't seen the light yet and argued,
“Sure. all this is true, but it's a side issue, the Vietnamese are dying, hey
look. cluster bombs, defoliants, napalm. This is not that important.” But
something had been started. and a tide was in motion that was going to
sweep everything before it in short order.

The school year started. October, 1967 at a quaint little school with an
~ SDS chapter, the University of Wisconsin, Madison. There was a demon-
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SNCC. The head of the university passed a ruling saying nobody could raise
money for off-university projects. Friends of SNCC went ahead and set up
one of their tables anyway. Cops came on campus to bust them. Unexpected
by anyone, thé*campus erupted.

The police car where the cops had the guy who was busted (Jack Weinberg,
also responsible for the “don’t trust anyone over 30" statement), that police
car was surrounded for 32 hours. The students wouldn't let them go.
Thousands of kids sat down around the car. There was a strike, there was
violence, police brutality, arrests, the whole schmeer.

After that, the whité student movement In this country was fievér the
same. It was the only sit-in on a Northern campus in that year of 1964. There
may have been one or two in ‘65, in '66 there were maybe a dozen, and
after '67 you couldn’t even count them. Berkeley was a real trail blazer.

There is a lesson on organization from the Berkeley struggle. If you have
a movement with an organization that's very weak, or you have a line
against organization, you can run into problems. One of the problems is
that the media gets to set your agenda for you.

In the Berkeley struggle, you had some of your cheery anarchist types
who said, “Well the free speech movement is fine, but we want total free
speech.” So they called themselves the foul speech movement, wrote a lot
of nasty words on signs—your various motherfuckers and so on—and
marched around in front of the TV cameras. We're talking half a dozen
airheads having a good time. Whoopee. This made front pages all across
the country, and major teevee coverage. It became A Scandal: this is what
these kids are really about, what they really want.

They're going to do this to us again and again. We have to be aware this
will happen and deal with it. Because the media is a two-edged sword.

Still the coverage of Berkeley helped build the student movement across
the country. Kids looked at it and said “God damn, that's right.’ The critique
of the campus offered in the free speech movement struck home: this univer-
sity is a great big impersonal machine, it eats up freshman and spits them
out business administration majors four years later. after having removed
their soul and much of their ability to think.

People didn't like that happening to them, and that was part of what
factored into the Berkeley rebellion. A lot of SDS critiques started being
directed at what they called the multiversity, this giant corporate machine.
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to just go into the gray flannel mold they thought was being prepared for
them in the university.

There's another slogan 1 want to point to here. It's informative because
of changes that were to occur at a tremendously rapid rate over the next
couple of years. It was a product of the anti-draft movement too. The slogan
was: "Gitls say yes to boys who say no.’ This was an indication of how
people saw the role of women in the struggle. That was something on its
way to changing very quickly.

Let me talk for a minute about a specific example of how things went,
at Columbia. This is well before the famous 1968 Columbia eruption. I want
to talk about how SDS worked, what they did on this draft business.

When the first ranking exam was held in the Spring of 1966, there was
a national SDS campaign. They did a counter-exam, which had a bunch
of questions like "Who said we shouldn't get involved in a land war in
Asia? Eisenhower, Kennedy. blah blah’'—they had six or seven names. The

answer was all of the above. So some of it was humorous, and most was

factual. It was handed out in front of all these exams. A couple places where
people did their organizing well, there was a total boycott of the exams:
everybody walked out. But mostly it was a flop. It was a good idea, and
people at the exams maybe took it. read it. maybe were slightly influenced.
but they took the exam anyway. It hardly threw a wrench into the wheels
of the war machine.

But SDSers didn't give up. When they came back to school in the fall of
'67. they agitated strongly on the campuses. They said they didn't want the
university to report people’s class rank to the draft—""We don't want this
kind of complicity with the war machine” Again and again this theme of
university complicity arises: the university not acting as the kind of
university it should be. From work today around Star Wars and anti-
apartheid. we know university complicity rings a bell with a lot of students.
It certainly did at this time because it was the question of the draft—you
might get dragged off.

So the university at Columbia stalled. They said they'd have a student
referendum on it. SDS organized like bandits. They had rallies, they

canvassed dorms, they went to every floor. It was constant activity. The

referendum was like 8 to 1 against the university reporting ranks to the
Selective Service System. The university stalled. They said, “Well. now we
have to take it up in the student senate, now we have to this, now we have
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ment. We'll invite the Pentagon. they can come in and defend what we're
doing in Vietnam. We'll do some homework.” They went out and did wicked
homework, trained some experts, wrote pamphlets.

This had a big impact; it was a very good tactic. People started learning
real quick what was going on in Vietnam. The result was a demonstration
where SDS optimistically said there'd definitely be more than 5.000 people,
and they might get seven or eight. You know how when you're calling a
demonstration and you want to get press coverage in advance, you bogart
and say it'll be bigger than you think. Well, at least 20,000 people showed
up at that demonstration. Everybody was stunned, SDS included.

The anti-war movement in this country had started for serious and for
real. And SDS at that point was in the leadership of it.

I want to add one thing here. A friend of mine named Mike Zweig, an
SDS veteran and political economist, recently debated General
Westmoreland on Vietnam at Stoney Brook. You know there are a lot of
classes on Vietnam and a revisionist history being developed.
Westmoreland's whole position is that we won the Vietnam war—you just
didn’t notice. We won it militarily, but we were stabbed in the back by
chickenshit politicians and the weaselly media who played up the Tet
offensive as a defeat when we really won it. I doubt many of you are too
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SDS took a bit of a wrong turn at this point: I think it made a mistake.
People got very heavy into student power kind of stuff. There was a
pamphlet called “Toward a Student Syndicalist Movement. The idea was
you organize students around being students, around student issues. Tuition
hikes, bad food in the cafeteria, struggles to take over the student govern-
ment—all of which have importance in their own right. But I think this clear-
ly missed the boat on what the student movement was abeut at this time.
So this call went out, but the struggle didn't really go like that. There was
a student syndicalist movement in the sense that people had a student
power orientation. But mostly they used their power to struggle against the
war, against university complicity in the war, the draft, in support of civil
rights. even in support of the urban riots that were starting to happen in
Black communities. So this student syndicalism sort of fell apart, because
it didn't work.

Now let’s set the context. We're into the second half of the Sixties, ‘66,
'67. We have ghetto rebellions in Harlem, Watts, Detroit. Newark and so
on. The civil rights movement had completely changed its character. As the
Black struggle met fierce resistance among whites North and South, a less
integrationist and more nationalist current took shape in the Black move-
ment. By '65 or so. white organizers in the South had been told to go back
North and organize their own: some whites couldn't understand this, but
most tried to deal with it. When the slogans "Black Power” and "'Black
is Beautiful” began to be raised. a whole new revolutionary dimension was
added to the civil rights movement. and conscious Black nationalism became
a real moving force. .

This development of the Black struggle beyond immediate goals of
desegregation, integration and equal rights had repercussions on campus.
Black students on most Northern campuses—and there were damn few at
this point—began to develop nationalist groups and Black Power groups or
to transform social organizations into more activist formations. These groups
raised demands for recruitment of minority students and faculty, open
admissions. scholarships, Black Studies and an ¢nd to the spectacular range
of racist practices and traditions to be found on most campuses. These
demands were supported by hundreds of SDS chapters. The Black student
struggles of the '60s resulted in some of the most important victories of
the student movement, victories which have been under attack for the last
ten years and. remain under attack today.

While a good number of Black students were active in SDS, most Afro-
American activists focused their efforts in national forms. Not only was this
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how things worked. Thé war had be¢omié a moral issue. What the US. was
doing in Vietnarh was, in ethical terms, nasty. They were killing lots of
people, civilians especially. and they were using napalm. It was a big country

beating up on Pm@w:no:n"Q Y

Then thet¢ was the element of selfinterest. College students weren't
getting drafteéd at this time. but college graduate$ were being drafted right
pronto. Anid the war was escalating, with more people being drawn in all
the time as the U.S. presence went up to 500, 600 thousand people. So there
were big demos on the campuses., . ,

iy :

At this point, a pattérn was established which still exists today in the
United States. You have a big, big spring demo and usually a big fall demo.
By now, the issties have changed, it might'be Central America. this or that.
But pretty' much any fiven year you can count on there being a large
demonstration some time in April or May and another sometime in October
or November. Sometimges thiey're _called locally in 20 cities, but generally
Washington or New York and San Francisco.

Within the fall demonstration in 1965 some new developments took place.
People, including SDS members, marched with NLF flags. and that was a
large step. They said. *'Yo. not only is war icky and killing people not nice
and not only is the United States doing a wrong thing there, but, drawing
the logical conclusion. these other guys are fighting for their country. they're
fighting for national independence and liberation. And they're right. We
stand with them.” It was a scandal. There were 20 or 30 people at this time
who marched with the NLF flag. .

SDS made a speech at this demonstration. Carl Oglesby got up and spoke
way at the end. It was in November, and a lot of people had gone home
because it was cold. He said. *‘We have to name the enemy.’ And he did:
corporate liberalism. This is not necessarily the enemy we think of now,
but it was a giant step at that period, because SDS had grown out of
American liberalism. Oglesby got up and said that hey. Kennedy was a
liberal, and he got us into this. Johnson's a liberal, McNamara is a liberal.
All of these people are corporate liberals. They are the enemy. They are
who got us into Vietnam, they are who are dragging their feet on desegra-
tion. they are who are preventing real social change in the United States.

A big leap in consciousness was taken in SDS. That speech was reprinted,
and it became a most popular document. It went around the country: every
chapter had copies and mimeoed it off. People read it. and studied uponit.
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